


Worker fatigue due to inadequate rest can affect more than
the individual involved. It can have catastrophic safety or fi-
nancial effects on co-workers, families, businesses, and even,
depending on the job, the general public. Workers need to get
adequate sleep before going to work. They owe it to themselves
and others.

FEDS WARN ABOUT
SHIFTY TAX PREPARES

The tax season is here. And so are underhanded tax prepar-
ers. The Internal Revenue Service has issued warnings about
them, and listed four danger signs and case studies about pre-
parers who got themselves and their business clients in legal
trouble.

If you're looking for a tax preparer, IRS cautions to look for
red flags. Be wary if the prospective preparer:

* Promises to get you a bigger refund than another pre-
parer. A blanket promise of a bigger refund is a dead giveaway
that’s something’s not right.

* Uses a fee schedule that’s based on a percentage of the
amount of a refund. Honest preparers won’t base fees on re-

funds.

* Promises to represent you in any dealing with the IRS,
even though the preparer isn’t a tax attorney, a CPA or an oth-
erwise enrolled agent. Tax preparers are authorized to represent
you only in matters relating to forms they’ve actually prepared.

* Has no affiliation with recognized professional groups.
Most legitimate tax preparers are members of professional or-
ganizations that provide continuing education and update on
the tax laws, as well as having a code of ethics.

Be careful who you do business with it may cost you more
than money.

CELL PHONE USE

Recently we had a close call with one of our drivers’ who
was reaching for their cell phone while driving down the road.
That is what inspired me to write an article on the dangers of
using cell phones while driving.

A new study confirms that the reaction time of cell phone
users slows dramatically; increasing the risk of accidents and
tying up traffic in general. If you put a 20-year-old driver be-
hind the wheel with a cell phone, their reaction times are the
same as a 70-year-old driver not using a cell phone, said Uni-
versity of Utah psychology professor David Strayer.

Cell phone distraction causes 2,600 deaths and 330,000 in-
juries in the United States every year. Also, in the study, it re-

vealed drivers talking on cell phones were 18 percent slower to
react to brake lights. Drivers look but don’t see, because they’re
distracted by the conversation.

Our Employee Handbook on page 12, section G reads; “Em-
ployees are required to keep all personal phone calls to a mini-
mum. Friends and relatives should be discouraged from calling
during working hours unless there is an emergency. Abuse of
telephone privileges may result in discipline up to and includ-
ing termination.” This policy would have even greater impact
if you are driving one of our Company vehicles.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS

According to Mary Mitchell, president of “Uncommon
Courtesies,” and business-communication consultant. Whoev-
er extends a hand first has an advantage in a business handshak-
ing situation. Being first gives a person a little extra control.
So-always be ready to shake hands. Keep your right hand free of
food, drink, files and papers at business functions and in other
settings conducive to shaking hands.

BEFORE YOU SIGN YOUR LEASE

While rental agents may be quick to say problems with an
apartment or house will be fixed, once you have signed the
lease, management has no incentive to follow through.

Strategy: Don't sign anything, an application or a lease, that
doesn’t include a contingency clause basing the lease on the
problem being fixed to your satisfaction before the starting date
of the lease. Make the cutoff date enough in advance so you can
find as suitable alternative space. The clause should state that
execution of the lease is contingent upon the work being com-
pleted within a set period of time. If the work isnt completed,
the contract should state that your deposit will be returned in
full on the spot.

JUST A THOUGHT:

When we accept tough jobs as a challenge to our
ability and wade into them with joy and enthusiasm,
miracles can happen.
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BIRTHDAYS FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY

Shahnawaz Khan, Doug Azevedo, Gary Driskill,
Marybeth Ospital, Walt Renfroe, Jason West,
Richard Munoz, Marcelo Contreras, Hans Ybanez,
Jerry Hoggard, Ferdinand Celestino.
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